
POCUS for ETT placement
Guidance and confirmation 



Airway anatomy and Probe placement 



Direct Confirmation
Double tract or double trachea sign =improper ETT placement 

Dirty shadows in both the trachea and 
esophagus confirms a failed intubation



Indirect Confirmation
Diaphragm movement

• Go to fast view: RUQ or LUQ


• Visualize movement of diaphragm 
during PPV breaths


• If moving caudal (—->,) proper 
placement of ETT


• If moving cephalic (<—-), 
esophageal placement of ETT. With 
each breath, air enters into the 
abdomen causing diaphragm to 
move towards the head



Indirect Confirmation

Aerated lung= GOOD  Non-aerated lung= BAD



Airway placement algorithm


